
Sir Arthur Fadden Memorial Garden 

 

The Sir Arthur Fadden Memorial Garden was originally established in 1976 as a tribute to Sir 

Arthur who served as chairman of the board of the Centenary Estates Ltd from 1961 – 1967.  

The garden was located on the western side of the then Mt Ommaney Interchange and 

consisted of 3,000 advanced trees including a large palm, Jacarandas, Illawarra Flames, 

Albizzias, pines, Wilsonii, Poplars, Bottle Brush and Calaphers along with plants, small 

shrubs, creepers and ground cover.  The Brisbane City Council Electricity Department 

designed an attractive lighting system around the garden which also included a fountain.  

Lady Fadden opened the garden and the Lord Mayor accepted a Notice of Handover from the 

Chairman of Hooker Corporation for the garden to belong to the Brisbane City Council in 

perpetuity. 

 

In 1979 the garden was modified to 

incorporate the Mt Ommaney 

Roundabout which was opened in 

September of that year.  The sign for 

the garden with the base of Mt. 

Coot-tha Blue Stone topped with 

slate was carved in Helvetica 

capitals on Maleny Tallowwood and 

was dismantled in 2000 as white 

ants had caused its decay.  Members 

of the Centenary Suburbs Historical 

Society launched a campaign to 

enhance the appearance of the 

Memorial as it was both an 

important historical landmark and the entrance to Mt Ommaney.  The Society wanted the 

theme to be “colour, colour, colour.”  The Brisbane City Council was reluctant to take 

responsibility so representations were made to Main Roads to resolve the ownership and 

maintenance issues associated with the garden.  Greening Australia put forward a proposal to 

Main Roads and that department accepted, provided the Council also contributed to the cost.  

Greening Australia then refurbished the garden and some of the exotic plants were replaced 

with native species. 

 

It is hoped to replace the sign for the garden as a fitting tribute to Sir Arthur Fadden. 


